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Return of Ms. India
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Ms. India, Oil on canvas, 48x60”
She hides her face in deference to modesty but her manner is neither shy nor withdrawn.  The stiffly starched scarf is an indicator of preparation for a special occasion.  The aniticipation is tangible in the gaze scanning the street.  She waits for a companion or a ride to get to the event.  

Many of the homes in Jodhpur are colored in varying shades of blue, like the bluish green that sets off her clothes.  The homes have built in patio furniture in the form of a stoop made of local red sandstone.  Visitors or passers by use the entryway that meets the street, to rest or wait for the homeowner to emerge.
Ms. India is a huge painting; the larger than life subject has an intersting presence and looms over the people in my home.
Many women in India still veil their face in public due to the influence of 400 years of Muslim rule when women were zealously guareded against the male glance. 
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