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A Northern CA landscape
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                              Enlightenment, oil on canvas, 30x30”
Humboldt County in northern CA is known more for hippies than its wild beauty.  Its reputation is partly responsible for its low profile.  In the coastal Shelter Cove community nature has an untamed edge and wildlife seems more entrenched than the humans.  Those who live here long for the diversions of CA’s metro areas as much as they love the solitude and unspoilt environs.  Everyone has an hour to spare to chat with a visitor and share their own reasons for chosing the isolation and the throwback lifestyle.
During a recent visit I drove out early in the morning in search of some interesting seascapes.  After an hour of so of trying to capture the perfect wave I turned back and around a corner confronted this dramatic backlit forest.  I braked and took a few photos from my car.

The morning light inexplicably adds a powder blue tint to the barks of trees in the foreground.  I had planned to edit the incogruous coloring but later decided to keep because it’s the way it is..
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