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          Sonia G., oil on canvas, 12x18”

Originally from Italy, Sonia met Rajiv Gandhi when they were students at Cambridge.  When they wed  in 1968, she became the daughter-in-law of  Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister of India, and an unwitting part of india’s timultuos history.
This official looking photo of Sonia and one of Rajiv had been provided by the Prime Ministers’ PR office.  I began this portarait in Delhi when Rajiv was running for Prime Minister’s office in the late 80’s.  It was after the assasination of Indira Gandhi and just before Rajiv himself became the victim of a suicide bomber.  I didn’t finish it and it was too disturbing to paint her husband after his violent demise.

I recently found it in my garage - the paint on the face has fine cracks from age and the canvas has warped and rusted around the tacks.  The background and the lower half of the painting was a just primer undercoat.  I decided to finish it because her face looked strangely alive despite the poor condition of the canvas.
In the 22 years since I began this painitng, Sonia has morphed from retiring spouse to the most powerful figure in Indian politics and president of the Congress party.  As an expat I find her transition to an Indian as fascinating as her political evolution.
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