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If a reason were needed for why most Indians won’t eat cows look no further than the liquid, mourning, almond shaped eyes.  As they stand around sadly chewing a sari off a clothesline, or the shirt tails of a heedless shopper, they are a picture of resigned fortitude.   

This painting is based on a Claude Renault photograph.  Claude is a prolific photographer of who specializes in India and visual storytelling.  He generously allowed me the use of this photo and several others.

The photo creates a bond between woman and animal as they stand apart in an empty Jodhpur (?) street.  Her traditional red and white bangles proclaim her newlywed status.  The bemused gaze might be directed at the the cow or drawn by the foreign looking photographer’s intersest in the stray animal.
The house in the background was an acid blue, clashing violently with the caustic yellow - too much even for the Colors of India collection!  The layered, intense coloring of her yellow wrap was inspired by the paintings of Jean Leon Jerome -  the 19th century French orientalist painter who treated colors as the theme rather than the medium of his works, and created probably the most beautiful oil paintings possible.
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